HOW DO MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES

INTERACT WITH ELASMOBRANCHS?
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Introduction

Marine recreational fishing is an important social, cultural and economic activity in south-eastern Spain, although little is yet known about its impact on
vulnerable species. The aim of this study is to characterise recreational anglers, assess their interactions with elasmobranchs and other vulnerable species, and
analyse catch patterns. To this end, data collected over five years during a single surfcasting competition have been used.
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Figure 3, Elasmobranch knowledge and identification
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elasmobranchs were common
among participants: 43% rays,
Shore-based recreational fishing in southeastern Spain is a well-established 4% sharks, 21% both groups,
activity characterized by highly experienced fishers and regular participation in whereas 32% reported never
organized competitions. Although interactions with elasmobranchs, particularly ~ having caught an elasmobranch.

rays, were relatively frequent, knowledge of these species and their Fish catches were dominated by
conservation status remained limited. Catches were dominated by common a few coastal species,
Mediterranean coastal species, while elasmobranch occurrences were scarce, particularly Oblada melanurus, s
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